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The Registrar/CEO, LRCN, Dr. Victoria Okojie delivering 
the welcome address

Librarians’ Registration Council of Nigeria 
(LRCN) organized a four- day workshop 
on the Integration of Social Media and 

Web 3.0 in Library Operations. The workshop 
held at the Kaduna State University, Kaduna 
from the 6 - 11 April, 2014, was aimed to 
sensitize and equip participants with basic 
skills for deployment of Social Media in Library 
and Information services. The workshop 
focused on guiding librarians on the use of 
Social Media tools such as application of 
Facebook, Twitter, Mobile Apps in library 
service delivery among others.

A PUBLICATION OF THE OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR/CEO

LIBRARIANS’ REGISTRATION COUNCIL OF NIGERIA
May, 2014  ISSN:2141-9388 Vol. 3 No.5

L R C NL R C NBulletin

countries of the world. She said the Council would 
continue to pursue this agenda through its 
Mandatory Continued Professional Development 
(MCPD) in line with the Transformation Agenda of the 
Federal Government and the aspirations of the 
Federal Ministry of Education. 

Speaking during the opening ceremony of the workshop, Registrar/CEO of Librarians' 
Registration Council of Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie said LRCN is committed to ensuring that 
information professionals in Nigeria are at par with their counterparts in developed 

Representative of the KASU Vice Chancellor 
and DVC Academics, Ahmed Babajo making a 

remark

Some of the sub-themes discussed at the workshop 
were: Integration of Social Media and Web 3.0 Tools 
in Library Operations: An Overview; Application of 
Blogs in Library Services and Operations; Users' 
Perspective
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Group Photograph of dignitaries with participants after 
the opening ceremony

The city of Port Harcourt, on the 22nd of 
April, 2014 commenced its one year 
reign as the World Book Capital. Series 

of events were organized to celebrate this 
feat, one of which was a panel discussion on 
'Books: Windows to Our World of 
Possibilities. Panelists at the event and 
Registrar/CEO of Librarians' Registration 
Council of Nigeria, Dr Victoria Okojie said 
there is the need for improved reading habits 
in Nigeria and setting up Neighbourhood 
libraries would be a step in the right 
direction.
Dr Okojie therefore called on individuals and organisations to donate books to libraries 
so that both the privileged and less privileged members of the society can access good 
books and transform their lives.
Other panelists that x-rayed the topic include representatives from World Book Capitals 
(Bangkok 2013, Port Harcourt 2014 and Incheon 2015); Nigerian Publishers Association; 
Nigerian Booksellers Association; the Nigerian Library Association and UNESCO.

of Social; Application of Facebook, Twitter, etc in Library Operations; Social Media Policies 
and Legal Issues in Library Operations; The Use of M Apps in Library Services and Data 
Creation, Archiving and Content Management in Library Operations 

 A Resource Person, Ezra Gbaje  taking participants through a 
practical session

PH World Book Capital: Okojie Calls for More 
Neighbourhood Libraries

2nd from right, Dr. Okojie with other panelist at the 
event



At the ceremonies heralding the declaration of Port Harcourt as the 14th city in the world and 
the 1st first sub-Saharan African city to hold the renowned title of the global headquarters of 
books, participants expressed optimism that Nigeria is eminently qualified and will not 
disappoint the global community during its one year rule. The World Book Capital City 
(WBCC) was a concept developed by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) in 2001.   
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The Chairman of the occasion, Nigeria's former President, Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar 
delivered the opening remarks during which he congratulated Port Harcourt on its success at 
the bid stating that considering the number of existing model schools in the state, the Port 
Harcourt is qualified and is indeed a book haven. He commended the Rainbow Book Club 
headed by Mrs. Koko Kalango, the project Director of the Port Harcourt World Book Capital 
(PHWBC) 2014 for putting forth the bid for the title. 

A Conference Session Prof. Wole Soyinka addressing the audience

Chairman of the PHWBC implementation committee, Engr. Tele Ikuru highlighted the 
interest of the Rivers State government in education which reflects in the  eviction of 
militancy at the early days of the administration and  promptly replaced by the improvement

Dr Okojie with a renowned writer, Pa Gabriel OkaraPanel Discussion ongoing
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 of education to encourage literacy among indigenes and dwellers.
Former Minister of Education, and the Chairperson Rainbow Book Club, Dr. Oby Ezekwesili 
stressed the need to replace oil within intellectual capital. In her words 'to read a book is to 
prepare to stay ahead of the rest, read a book - lead society'.
The Project Director, Mrs Koko Kalango noted that books are vital parts of National 
development. She highlighted the need to ensure an attractive atmosphere for the book 
industry while using  the opportunity to call for functional libraries in each of the 774 Local 
governments of Nigeria as well as the provision of books from the Federal Government, 
saying, this will help children to adopt good reading habits at homes, schools, playground 
etc. Mrs Kalango further pointed out the need to pay attention to both formal and informal 
education, calling on corporate organizations to expend their resources generously on 

River State Governor, His excellency Mr. Rotimi 
Ameachi receives a gift from the Deputy Governor of 

Bangkok.

Dr Okojie (middle) with other participants at the conferenceDr. Victoria Okojie pays a visit to a book stand at the event

The  cultural troupe from Thailand gave a scintillating 
performance at the event
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Captain Elechi Amadi introduced the 'Africa 39' which involves worldwide recognition of 
39 best writers under the age of 40 from Africa, south of the Sahara and its diaspora. 
These writers will be invited to the Port Harcourt Book Festival in October, 2014.
Nobel Laureate,  Prof. Wole Soyinka in his keynote address titled 'Republic of the mind 
and Thralldom of Fear' which was basically anchored on the need for government to set 
the salient needs of the masses high up on the priority list  advocated the exclusion of 
taxes on books. ''Don't re-impose taxes on books'' he said.

 There was an official handover by the Deputy 
Governor, Bangkok, Mr Amorn Kitchawenghul 
to the Governor of Rivers State, Governor 
Rotimi Amaechi. Governor Amaechi in his 
remarks applauded the Rainbow book club for 
their initiatives. He informed that the state 
currently has 500 schools, 7 standard secondary 
schools among others offering free admission 
to indigenes and the abducted Chibok girls 
upon their return, libraries in all 23 local 
government areas and 7new Libraries in 

 The PHWBC project was initiated as an International scheme to complement 
government's efforts towards achieving UNESCO's 'Education For All (EFA) goal by 
supporting the formal education sector through the informal and non-formal education 
of young people. 

Dr Oby Ezekwesili making a remark

NALISS UNIABUJA Chapter Visits LRCN

National Association of Library and 
Information Science Students (NALISS), 
the University of Abuja Chapter on a 

study tour of libraries, paid a visit to Librarians' 
Registration Council of Nigeria (LRCN) in April 
2014. The visit afforded the students, the 
opportunity to interact with LRCN officials to 
understand operational procedures of the 
Council as it relates to regulating the library and 
information science sector and registration of 
librarians. Group photograph of LRCN Management and NALISS 

members during the visit

 in addition to the Port HarcourtBook Centres aimed at depopulating libraries.

The drive towards repositioning the education sector.



The students were received by a Senior Librarian in the Professional Services Department 
(PSD), Mr Sani Abdullahi, who conducted them round the different departments of LRCN 
explaining the roles they play.
Director PSD, Mr Dele Omotoso also made a slide presentation in which he highlighted 
the various activities of LRCN and the impact they are having in the sector.  
Mr Omotoso assured the students that a degree in library science places them on 
vantage position to compete favourably in the already saturated labour market.”The 
course (library science) is marketable. Do not fear, there is future for you. You picket the 
right course but what you do with it depends on you,” the Director counseled. 

Director PSD, Mr Dele Omotoso addressing the students Cross section of NALISS representatives during the 
visit

The President, NALISS, UNIABUJA chapter, Mr. Anthony Chibuoke who led the students 
expressed optimism that having acquired better information from the interaction, their 
knowledge has been deepened and they are now better positioned to contribute 
meaningfully to library and information science profession.
The students raised questions which were also addressed. Other members of LRCN 
Management that welcomed the team include: Deputy Director, PSD,  Alh. Abdullahi 
Wase; Chief Librarian,  Noram Amako; Chief Information and Protocol Officer, Mrs Ngozi 
Oboh; Chief Librarian, Dr Justina Ogbonna and Assistant Chief Librarian, Atika Abubakar. 
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Mr Sanni Abdullahi conducts the students round the 
Professional Services Department


